
42  Rally Together | Summer 2017   Summer 2017 | Rally Together  43

Advantage 
Annabel
Despite a tennis career of low as well 
as high points, former British number 
one Annabel Croft has never stopped 
loving the game that shaped her life.

When Annabel Croft picked up a tennis racquet 
on a family holiday to Marbella, her whole life 
was set to change. Initially exploring things 
to do in the Spanish sunshine, by the end 
of the holiday the sporty nine-year-old was 
hooked.

With a natural gift for the game, she had 
unwittingly triggered a passion for tennis 

that has continued through life.
�It was that moment that my love of tennis was sparked,� she 

remembers.
�When we returned home, I nagged my parents for tennis lessons 

until one day I was sent to the local tennis club with 50p in my pocket 
for a group coaching session.�

�e seed was sown but Annabel said it took another momentous 
occasion to ignite the ambition to play professionally.

�My uncle had spare tickets for Wimbledon. I remember it clearly; it 
was 1977 and Virginia Wade was playing Chris Evert in the semi-�-
nal, Wade then went on to win the competition.

�Experiencing the buzz of the crowd, mesmerised by those 
outstanding player; nothing compares to that. I�m a �rm believer 
that children should experience live events, whether that be sport, 
music or arts, it�s completely di�erent to watching it on television. 
It was an incredibly emotional moment.�

�I wasn�t keen on school. I was the one looking out of the window 
wanting to be outside. I loved ballet, horse riding, hockey, netball 
and gymnastics but tennis soon became my �rst love and kind of 
took over.�

Annabel concentrated almost exclusively on tennis through her 
teens, admitting that she gave up her childhood and education to 
pursue her dreams of winning Wimbledon.

With a huge amount of work and natural talent she climbed 




